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Just Sayin’ ...

Homecoming Requirement: A Bigger Umbrella
In high school, I was a nobody. I was on homecoming court my senior year,
but I think that was only
because all the nerds got
together and said, “Let’s
put one of us out there.”
So of course I was surprised when I found out
I was elected the junior Bekah Cvetich
class homecoming representative this year. I
imagined the homecoming weekend would be
full of glamour — riding in a parade, wearing a
pretty dress and being announced at the soccer game in front of my peers. But the weekend
was far from glamorous.
When I arrived at the starting site for the parade, SGA told me I’d be riding in a purple Corvette. But I immediately got yelled at for wearing the new red Jessica Simpson pumps I’d just
bought because they might punch holes in the
car’s interior. So I hopped in barefoot and the
car turned onto the road. Soon enough I was
feeling the burn in my cheeks as I smiled at the
clumps of people lined up along Main Street,
most of whom had no idea who I was. I waved
at all the little girls who thought I was a princess and got some sass from the ones who were
mad that I didn’t have candy to give them.
The most embarrassing part was when an old
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woman looked at me and Jake Brown, the male
junior representative perched on the Corvette
next to me, and yelled “Why don’tcha kiss
’im?” I was like “I just met this kid today! And
this is Cedarville, lady.”
Our second duty was to attend the guys’ soccer game and be introduced to the spectators
as the homecoming attendants. But none of
us expected the monsoon of rain that arrived
with the game. So we all sat under a tent during the first half and played ridiculous games
like “How’s Yours?” and “Signs.”
Then we emerged, wrapped in our blankets
that we hesitantly had to surrender to walk
onto the field in our dresses and suits. Each
of the guys carried an umbrella, and most of
them got yelled at by the crowd for only holding it over themselves and not shielding the
girls. So, with Jake at my side, I hobbled across
the wet field in my heels, knees knocking, hair
limp and body shivering as the announcer
pronounced my name and the part of my bio
I wrote that said I am a magnet for awkward
moments. I laughed and thought about the old
woman from the parade who wanted to see
some action.
So glamour did not define my Homecoming
experience, but it has never really defined my
life. And I wouldn’t have it any other way.
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New Resident Directors: All Came
Back to Serve at Their Alma Matter
by Jonathan Bundy
Charmaine Porter

Justin Dodson

Beth Coulson

After graduating from Cedarville in 2009,
Charmaine Porter returned as the new
RD of Printy. She graduated with a degree
in Organizational Communication. She
was born and raised in Georgia, a selfdescribed “Georgia peach.”

Returning to Cedarville after finishing
seminary, Justin Dodson said he is ready
to tackle the duties of being the new RD of
Brock. Dodson graduated from Cedarville
in 2008 with a degree in preseminary,
and he hails from Western Pennsylvania.

Beth Coulson returned to Cedarville and
took her dream job as the new RD of Willets.

During this summer, Porter prayed specifically for God’s will to be done. Dean
Kirsten Gibbs called her at the end of the
summer to see if Porter was interested in
being an RD. Porter prayed about it and
then called Gibbs back. While talking,
Porter said she felt a sense of calm.

Dodson is a former Cedarville RA, and he
wants to use what he learned at Cedarville and seminary to help the students in
Brock. According to Dodson, he’s already
had many “redemptive conversations”
this year.

“I really felt like God said, ‘This is me,
I am providing this, you can say yes to
this.’”
Porter accepted the position a week before
RD training started. She was initially worried because she hadn’t been the one to
pick her RAs, but her worries evaporated
when she met them.

He said RDs sometimes have an authoritarian, kill-joy aura, but he didn’t want to
be like that.
“I want to be the big brother that’s like,
‘Dude, quit that,’ but then puts my arm
around them the next minute.”
Dodson said it’s tough dealing with
discipline, but, as the year progresses, he
hopes students realize he’s on their side.

Coulson graduated from Cedarville in
2002 with a degree in Christian Education and Missions.
Coulson returned to Cedarville because
her husband is taking classes here. When
she knew she was coming back, she pursued the position of RD. Coulson was an
RA her senior year and said that’s when
she began thinking about becoming an
RD.
She said nothing crazy has happened in
Willets yet, although, she did mention
there have been high heel races down the
halls.
“Actually, it’s an answer to prayer that
things are so quiet.”

Porter said the hardest part of being the
RD so far is the administrative work.

Coulson said she couldn’t single-handedly
take care of all 341 women in Willets. But,
by pouring herself into her RAs, she can
take care of the entire hall. She compared
it to Moses delegating responsibilities to
elders.

“I’m not a details person,” Porter said.
“I’m a big picture person and a people
person.”

“I can invest myself into my 14 RAs, and
then they can invest themselves into their
halls.”

“I remember thinking, ‘These girls are
awesome.’”

Coulson said her favorite thing about being the RD is spending time with her RAs.

“I want to be the big
brother that’s like, ‘Dude,
quit that,’ but then puts
my arm around them the
next minute.”
Justin Dodson
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One Possible Solution to
Overcrowded Dorms: Senior Housing
by Bekah Cvetich

Senior housing

Because of increased enrollment, approximately 300 students have had to move offcampus this year. But at SGA’s recent Town
Hall meeting, Vice President of Student Life
Carl Ruby said new options may open up over
the next few years, especially for seniors.

The idea of a senior dorm
is only in the discussion
phase, but here is a list of
possible amenities.
n Apartment style
n 120 students
n 4-6 per room
n Kitchenette
n Possible separate
bedrooms
n No meal contract
n No curfew
n Probably no RA

“Over the past year it’s really become an issue,” said Chris Powers, the SGA officer who
arranged Town Hall. “We’ve outgrown the dormitories.”
Ruby said several options have been considered for increasing housing for students.
Primarily, Ruby mentioned the possibility
of building senior housing on campus. This
housing would be a hybrid dorm with an
apartment feel to it, he said. Senior housing
would be a dorm of around 120 students with
4-6 students in each room, which would include a small kitchenette and possibly separate bedrooms.
Possible spots for these dorms are between
Rickard-Murphy and the soccer field or the
area between Rickard-Murphy and the Shrubsole house.
Seniors living in this dorm, Ruby said, would
be off meal contract, off curfew, and would
probably not have an RA.
“Seniors don’t need an RA in the same way underclassmen might,” he said.

Ruby said he thinks senior housing will be
popular because it will give students “easy access to everything but they’ll have the benefits
of being off-campus.”
Students will have easy access to their classes,
the rest of the student body, Cedarnet, and
chapel, and they won’t need a bike or car. Yet
while the seniors will be on campus, they won’t
be required to have a meal plan or abide by
curfew, Ruby said.
Students would likely have to apply to be in senior housing.
Senior housing is not the only option for expanding student housing, Ruby said. Another
option would be to convert storage spaces into
dorm rooms. This would increase capacity by
20-40 beds, Ruby estimated.

Another option would be to buy houses in the
Cedarville community. Ruby said he’s been
looking at areas at the south end of town to
encourage more college-friendly businesses
to move downtown because so much student
traffic would go through there.
“We want to help Cedarville become more of a
college town,” Ruby said.
Ruby also said he’s considered working with
business people in the area to develop apartments designed for students with leases that fit
their schedule.
But when Ruby asked for students at Town
Hall to vote on which option they’d like most
to see, the majority of hands shot up for senior
housing.

Ruby said he thinks senior housing will be popular
because it will give students “easy access to everything
but they’ll have the benefits of being off-campus.”

DeMaurice Smith, a 1985 graduate, was honored during homecoming week as the Cedarville University Alumnus of the Year.
Smith is the executive director of the NFL Players Association.
Smith spoke in chapel on Sept. 30 and encouraged students to depend on their faith in God to carry them through life. Smith said it
was a leap of faith for him to take the job of representing the NFL
players in negotiations with owners for a new collective bargaining agreement. In an exclusive interview with Cedars,
Smith said the negotiations for an 18-game schedule
brings about many questions the players need answered.
For the full story, go online to ReadCedars.com.
More content updated daily at ReadCedars.com
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Alumnus of the Year: DeMaurice Smith
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Women for Scholarship Fashion Show

Scholarship recipient, Joyanna
McBride, models a dress from
Joli’s Boutique.

Lynn Brown models her
“Enchanted Forest” dress.
Photos by Bekah Cvetich

Group able to award scholarships to seven students this year
by Bekah Cvetich

real need for students financially,” Brown said.

Techno music blared as Cedarville University’s First Lady Lynn Brown sauntered down
the runway wearing a gown she described as
looking like “something out of an enchanted
forest.” She was one of eight models at the
Women for Scholarship fashion show Sept. 25.

She had a real heart to help these students, she
said; it broke her heart to see students have to
drop out of Cedarville part-way through because they couldn’t afford it.

Brown along with Cedarville students, women
from the community, faculty, administration,
and women from the Women for Scholarship
committee modeled in this fashion show to raise
money for student scholarships. They modeled
clothing and accessories from Joli’s Boutique
and Pieces of Style located in Centerville.
The event also included a silent auction with
items donated by students, staff, and people
from the community, and a luncheon provided
by Pioneer Catering. All the money from the
auction and from the admission price went
into the scholarship funds.
Those who paid to attend this event also received a year-long membership to Women for
Scholarship with their payment, which aids in
raising money.
Brown said Women for Scholarship has been
raising money for students since it began twoand-a-half years ago when she began to meet
with students one-on-one and discovered one
of their main struggles.
“As I got to know students, I realized there’s a
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“That’s awful when you know you’ve got good,
worthy students that are having to leave and go
home,” Brown said.
So she and a group of women also interested in
the cause launched Women for Scholarship, a
volunteer women’s organization with the main
goal of raising funds for scholarships.
Rebecca Baker, the vice president for Women
for Scholarship, was happy to join the organization as soon as she heard of it.
“I was immediately interested in the idea,” she
said. “It was a very practical way of meeting
needs that many of us were becoming increasingly sensitive to.”

The organization decided to try to “fill in the
gap,” Brown said, by giving scholarships to
those who don’t meet the academic scholarship requirements. They purposely dropped
the GPA requirement for that reason, she explained.
When choosing the students to reward with
scholarships, Brown said they try to look for
a group of students that is diverse in class
year, gender, and ethnicity. They typically give
scholarships to four students — one freshman,
sophomore, junior and senior — two men and
two women.
This year, however, Brown said the organization came into more money after last fall’s
fashion show and was able to give scholarships
to three additional students.
Even though Women for Scholarship expanded
its amount of students to give scholarships to,
Brown said it’s still difficult to pick the students.

Brown described Women for Scholarship as a
“commit as you can” organization to encourage
people to give when they can but not worry if
they are unable.

“It’s such a terrible job to have to decide who
will be the chosen ones,” Brown said. “We ask
financial aid to please find money for the other
students because they’re all worthy.”

Women for Scholarship scholarships give the
chosen students $2,000 per year. Brown explained that, as long as the students continue
to meet the scholarship requirements, the organization will give the student the scholarship
each year until graduation.

Brown said she hopes to continue gaining
members, having fashion shows and hosting
more events to raise funds for even more student scholarships.
“As the Lord blesses, we will expand.”

More content updated daily at ReadCedars.com

Men of CU On The Latest Fashions

by Bekah Cvetich

New fashion trends for women emerged this year and Cedarville students have been sporting them
around campus. So girls are embracing these fashions, but what are the Cedarville guys thinking?
Here are some comments on current fashion trends straight from the mouths of men.
Belts: Worn around the
waist over a shirt,
sweater, or dress
Bryan McFarland “As long as they’re color
coordinated. Mixing black shoes with a
brown belt is still unacceptable.”
Dylan Cimo “It’s like a necklace around
your waist!”
Gavin Custer “That’s not even the function
of a belt; they’re made to hold your pants
up!”
Daniel Paulsen “When paired with a
button-up, nice top or dress, it looks
professional.”

High-waisted pants and skirts
Brandon Cruise “I say yes for skirts, but highwaisted pants make you look like an 80’s
throwback.”
Jared Mittelo “Skirts look professional, but
when girls wear high pants, I think ‘A girl I
will date should not dress like my mom.’“
Dylan Cimo “They make you look older in a
bad way.”
Shamus Strapp “They look classy and professional.”

Flyaway/loose cardigans: Sweaters with open fronts, some with
excess fabric on the sides falling
away from the body
Brandon Cruise “They look nice if the shirt
underneath is modest.”
Jared Mittelo “They can be stylish and make
you look artsy or sophisticated.”
Bryan McFarland “They make you look like an
old woman.”
Shamus Strapp “Wearing them means you
can dress up and look fly but you can also kick
back with a comfy cardigan. You can be my
Mrs. Rogers.”

Asymmetrical tops: Shirts
with one side that does
not match the other
Curtis McKusick “I like them. A little bit of imbalance adds a touch of excitement to an outfit
and makes it more unique and interesting.”
Travis Clark “I’m all for them, except for the
uneven tan-lines you’d get if you wore them in
the sun.”
Dylan Cimo “They’re okay if you dress like
you’re in the 80’s.”
Gavin Custer “I generally like symmetry; things
should match up.”

Skinny jeans

Hair accessories: Bows, flowers

Curtis McKusick “They tend to be too tight; I
don’t like it when a girl looks like an upsidedown triangle.”
Travis Clark “With certain outfits they look
good.”
Dylan Cimo “They’re flattering to the figure
but not too revealing.”
Shamus Strapp “I like them if they’re nice like
from the Gap, but I don’t like those bright
colored punk rock skinny jeans.”

Curtis McKusick “The bigger the better! I like
it when they emphasize a color in the rest of
the outfit.”
Jared Mittelo “Flowers are nice, but bows look
like something my little sister would wear.”
Travis Clark “They’re nice, but nothing too big
or flashy.”
Daniel Paulsen “I like them, but not if they’re
too extreme.”

While Cedarville guys have their opinions of the latest fashion trends, freshman student Zach Heady said they
shouldn’t determine what girls wear.

“Girls should be able to choose to wear the fashion trends that encompass their
personalities and style. They shouldn’t let relationships or people influence that.”
More content updated daily at ReadCedars.com
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Women Off and Running Under Bolender
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by Josh Proemmel
Jeff Bolender knew he had a challenge when he was called to replace Elvin King as women’s cross country coach. King had started the women’s
program in 1979 and coached the team until the end of the 2009 season.
No one said this coaching change was going to be easy, but two meets
into the season, the Lady Jackets seem to be adjusting just fine. After
placing second in the Intercollegiate Division of the Dayton Challenge,
they won the Friendship Invitational on their home course.
Bolender said that because the team isn’t always in control of the outcome, he simply wants them to work hard and do their best. This aspect of working hard, while obviously not new to any of the runners,
has taken on a new meaning this year.
In the past, King preferred to start the season with a smaller, less competitive meet to let the team ease into the season. The exact opposite
was true this year — Bolender entered Cedarville in the Dayton Challenge, a meet that featured six NCAA Division I schools.
Other than that subtle difference, adapting to a new coach hasn’t hurt
the team’s success, and they couldn’t be happier about it. Runner after
runner talked about how knowledgeable Bolender is when it comes to
long distance running.
He is just as cautious as King had been about runners avoiding injuries, telling each runner to recognize what her limits are as her “own
best assistant coach,” Hannah Lamos said.
Despite his expertise in long distance running, that’s not what Bolender is most worried about teaching the team.
“Running at Cedarville is part of the college experience, and I want
that to be a good experience,” he said.
Bolender views being part of the cross country team as an “avenue to
do ministry.” While coach of the track team, he has led the team in
canned food drives, visits to the Dayton Children’s Hospital and in doing yard work for elderly people in the area.

Master of Social Work and
Graduate Psychology Programs
Azusa Pacific University’s graduate programs empower
you to put compassion into action. Prepare to make
a difference.
Master of Social Work
Internships in the Greater Los Angeles area
Integration of faith and social work practice
Full-time and part-time options
For more information, visit www.apu.edu/explore/msw/.

Graduate Psychology Programs
APA-accredited Psy.D. Program
M.A. in Clinical Psychology with an emphasis in Marriage and
Family Therapy
Alignment with current California licensure requirements
For more information, visit www.apu.edu/explore/graduatepsychology/.

He wants the women on Cedarville’s cross country team to “learn and
grow in life through sport.”
“You don’t replace Coach King overnight,” Athletic Director Alan Geist
said, “but if anyone can, it’s Bolender.”
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Blood, Sweat and Scantrons

Athletes with stringent majors
find time to get it all done.

“The biggest challenge is trying to perform at
a high level in both areas,” senior engineering
major and soccer player Matt Niemiec said.

by Katie Laustsen
Nursing, engineering and biology/pre-med are
widely considered to be among Cedarville’s
most difficult majors.

“It would be much easier if I would just lower
my standards for either activity, but I’ve been
given the talent and the ability, and Christ has
called us to do whatever our hand finds to do
with all of our might.”

But some students decide to take on the hardest majors while playing varsity sports.

Niemiec never questioned his decision to play
soccer while majoring in engineering.

For senior nursing majors, every Tuesday and
Wednesday bring another round of clinicals in
which students work eight to 12 hours in a hospital. After the long day, while most students
crash in their dorm rooms or relax with friends
at Rinnova, several nursing majors are only
through half of their day.

“My dad is an engineer, and I’ve wanted to be
one since high school. Also, I’m not a quitter,
and in a sense, switching majors would be like
‘giving in.’ I bless God for the talents He’s given me, and with His help, I’ll continue to use
them to the best of my ability.”

A typical day of clinicals for athletes consists
of waking up at 5 a.m., working in the hospital
until 3 p.m. and driving straight to a game or
to practice.
“Nursing is different than other majors like
engineering that are mentally tiring,” senior
nursing major and soccer player Joe Mueller
said. “Nursing is physically tiring. We’re on
our feet all day.”
Senior nursing major and basketball player
Lydia Miller said the transition between basketball and nursing serves as the most difficult
aspect of her involvements in both activities.
“Nursing, especially clinicals, can be emotionally draining, and then trying to perform in
practice is really difficult,” Miller said. “Nursing
is completely different than basketball because
nursing is caring and basketball is physical.”
The decision to play a collegiate sport while
majoring in a rigorous field comes at a cost.
These students possess little time outside of
practice or studying.
Junior nursing major and track and cross
country runner Rachel Wong admits that her
busy schedule leaves little social time. Though
she stays busy with school and practice, Wong
still finds the time to serve in two Springfield
ministries and in a student org.
“I absolutely love every single thing that I am
involved in,” Wong said. “I think that it is so
important to take advantage of all of the opportunities that are here at Cedarville.”
These athletes keep their syllabi and game and
practice schedules side-by-side. Senior nursing major and volleyball player Sarah Hartman
said she must continually prioritize the many
facets of her life to ensure that she completes

Photo By Jonathan Moultroup
Senior nursing major Lydia Miller says the
transition from an emotional day of clinicals to the
physical nature of practice can be difficult.

everything on time. The support the students
receive from their professors and coaches
makes the challenge between academics and
athletics possible.

Because of the varied class schedules of athletes, many teams must vary practice times and
learn how to practice with missing team members. The women’s basketball team has a nursing major in every class, which brings a host of
scheduling conflicts when organizing practice.
Martin said the team never practices all together for the full two hours except when they work
out at 6 a.m.
“It creates problems, but I wouldn’t change any
of it,” Martin said.

“It all started my freshman year,” Miller said.
“I sat down with Dr. Conway [the chair of the
nursing department] and literally mapped out
the course of my four years, and we haven’t
strayed from that.”

The women’s cross country team includes four
nursing majors, three education and biology
majors and one engineering major. Between
clinicals, student teaching and evening science
labs, the entire team never practices together.
Head coach Jeff Bolender posts a training
schedule for the athletes who miss practice
and must run on their own.

Kirk Martin, head coach of the women’s basketball team, said the professors of some of the
difficult majors have been their most ardent
Lady Jacket supporters.

While the athletes attend Cedarville first to receive an education, Bolender believes athletics
represent an important aspect of producing
well-rounded individuals.

Although the intensity of athletes’ majors often
puts strain on their performance, the athletes
and coaches agree that the students’ first priority at Cedarville is academics.

“Education is important, especially for things
like nursing or engineering. But education isn’t
the only thing that makes people great at what
they do,” he said.

The athletes and coaches find many similarities between academics and athletics.
Joe Mueller says that both nursing and soccer teach him how to think, serve others and
help people communicate. He added that soccer gives him male bonding and accountability time that lacks from the female-dominated
nursing major.

“Athletics is more than running or kicking a ball;
it teaches lessons for life.”

Though the student athletes could easily slack
in one of the challenging areas of their hectic
schedules, these students strive for the best in
every aspect of their lives.

More content updated daily at ReadCedars.com

Although the student athletes who carry strenuous majors lead busy and often stressful lives,
they recognize the opportunity they possess as
leaders on campus.
“I have to constantly remind myself that I am
not attending this university to run record
times, or to achieve a 4.0,” Wong said. “I am
here to increase my faith and to draw others
closer to our amazing Lord in the process.”
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Bible Profs Working to Improve the Minor
Cedarville Bible professors are evaluating the
objectives of the Bible minor while making
some changes to course content.
The Bible department has made improvements
to specific Bible minor classes in the past few
years. But Dan Estes, Dean of the School of
Biblical and Theological Studies, said the focus
this year is to clarify the minor’s objectives.
“This year we’re taking a good, hard, long look
at the Bible minor itself,” Estes said.
The Bible minor changed when Cedarville
switched from the quarter system to semesters in the fall of 2002. Now, with a few years
of experience teaching in the revised system,
the Bible professors are in a good position to
evaluate the minor.
The department is evaluating two of the minor’s main objectives — cognitive and affective. Estes explained that cognitive objectives
relate to what students know about the Bible
and their ability to integrate subjects with a
Christian worldview, and affective objectives
relate to how students feel about the Bible and
how they respond to it.
Estes said he wants students to have a positive
disposition towards the Bible. He asked the
question, “Do [students] have a lifestyle that
assimilates God’s Word?”
Estes said students should also learn skills like
personal Bible study and evangelism. Furthermore, he said students should “be able to think
critically from a Christian worldview.”
Tim Gombis, director of the Bible minor and
assistant professor of Bible, said that the
Christian Worldview Development class was
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“We’re focusing on
improving the individual
courses right now. I don’t
know how things are
going to keep changing,
whether that means
continual improvement
of current courses or
structural changes. We’re
still discussing this, and
we haven’t made that
decision yet.”
Tim Gombis,

selves, we’re turning more toward Scripture
and theology rather than worldview thinking,”
Gombis said.
As to the issue of consistency, one major
change is that this year all of the professors are
using the same material.
“We wanted to work on it as a team for a consistent CLT experience,” said Don Humphreys,
associate dean of the Center for Teaching and
Learning and a CLT professor.
Gombis said that he, Humphreys and the other
CLT professors meet weekly to plan the next
several weeks of the course.
As of Sept. 21, Humphreys said that all the CLT
professors were “largely in the same spot” as
far as teaching the class goes.
Gombis added that more changes may be coming, but nothing has been permanently decided.

director of Bible minor

already altered a year ago.
“We made it a beefier treatment of theology,”
he said.
While Christian Life and Thought (CLT) is
experiencing some changes, Estes said this
development process is ongoing and curriculum changes can’t happen until objectives are
defined.
Gombis said students felt that variation between the CLT professors is a negative aspect
of the Bible minor. Accordingly, the Bible professors decided that the primary changes in
CLT will be a different focus and consistency
among professors.
“We are trying to help students develop a
Christian worldview, but in the courses them-

“We’re focusing on improving the individual
courses right now,” he said. “I don’t know how
things are going to keep changing, whether
that means continual improvement of current
courses or structural changes. We’re still discussing this, and we haven’t made that decision yet.”
But if there is one thing about Cedarville’s Bible minor that isn’t up for discussion: It will
always be required.
“That will never change,” Gombis said.
Estes said the Bible minor is what sets Cedarville apart from all other colleges and universities.
“Here, Bible is at the heart of what we do.”

Photo by Jonathan Moultroup

by Zack Anderson
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Restaurant Review:
Williams Eatery

by Rachel Thompson
The cornfields of Cedarville seem far away at
Williams Eatery and Gathering Place. Posted
at the corner of Corry and Dayton Street in
Yellow Springs, Williams is a unique getaway,
a journey into American-Peruvian dining.
Like Yellow Springs itself, the eatery maintains its personality and warmth in everything
from the smells to the colors, to the music and
the food. Customers may choose between two
dining areas: the warm, indoor, low-lit formal
room (furnished with Italian-style checkered
tablecloths and traditional Peruvian wallhangings) or the adjoining light-filled parlor.
Throughout the eatery, local art ornaments
the walls alongside lush, green plant life, compliments of The Village Greenery.
The colorful atmosphere of Williams is delightful, but nothing can compare to the pizzazz of the names on the menu: Lomo Saltado,
Aji de Pollo, Pollo a la Brasa, y Pappas Rellenas, to name a few. Each time a dish is rushed
sizzling into the room, it is easy to secondguess your order (“I only hope my meal tastes
as good as that smells”). As a general rule, the
rhythm of the name matches the energy of the
taste. For $13.99, a patron can order the bestselling Pollo a la Brasa, a rosemary-dashed
rotisserie chicken, along with one side dish (I
recommend the garlic potatoes) and a freshgreens dinner salad. Most entrees range from
$9.99 - $17.99 and come with freshly baked
bread and olive oil.
The flavors are rich and the smells are pungent, but save room for dessert. The traditional Peruvian desserts are truly wonderful,
including Arroz con Leche, Alfajores con
Manjar and Bolitas de Coco. In some dishes,
however, the American part of the AmericanPeruvian cuisine wins out. We recommend
“The Elvis,” an inexpensive dessert inspired
by its namesake’s favorite sweet-tooth appeasement: a peanut butter and banana
sandwich, baked and drizzled with chocolate.
The Peruvian desserts are delightful, but “The
Elvis” hits the spot.
Williams’ service is friendly but efficient.
Catch them on a slower evening and a meal
can be out in about 10-15 minutes. Even if
they’re busy, a trip to the eatery is always
worth the effort. Escape the cornfields this
weekend and expand your culinary horizons
in Williams’ small but thriving micro-culture
in Yellow Springs. Your stomach will thank
you!
More content updated daily at ReadCedars.com

Book Review: “The Screwtape Letters”

by Holly McClellan
Last year while attending a staged performance of C.S. Lewis’s “The Screwtape Letters,” I noticed the program included a quote
from Martin Luther, which stated that the
best way to drive out a devil is to make fun
of him. This statement puzzled the woman
sitting next to me, and I overheard her mentioning to her friend that she thought the
best course of action was to pretend devils
don’t exist. That, says Screwtape, is exactly
what they want you to think.
In our thoroughly realistic world with its
concrete problems, spiritual warfare often
seems like an irrelevant issue. But the fact
remains that Christians are no less susceptible to temptation — in fact, are perhaps even
more so — than when C.S. Lewis wrote “The
Screwtape Letters” in 1942. Since then, the
book has become a classic among Christian
readers for its witty and accessible spiritual
insight.
In these letters, Lewis adopts the persona of
Screwtape, an experienced demon advising his nephew Wormwood on how best to
lead followers of Christ astray. This reversed
viewpoint incisively brings to light dozens
of spiritual pitfalls and blind spots Chris-

tians encounter every day. “The safest path
to hell is a gradual one,” writes Screwtape,
illuminating the ease with which we allow
distractions, desires and well-intentioned
but misguided efforts to render us ineffective
in our work for God.
The letters provide enlightenment on a wide
variety of subjects, including fear, prayer,
anger, pride, patience, salvation and relationships with friends and family. Particularly powerful is Screwtape’s examination of
the human relationship with God. Readers
can gain a deeper appreciation of God’s love
and mercy when they see through the eyes of
a demon the unworthiness of humanity.
A relatively short read, the book merits
several re-readings because more can be
revealed each time, based on the reader’s
spiritual maturity. By turns both convicting
and encouraging, “The Screwtape Letters” is
a worthwhile read for those at any point on
their journey with God.

Movie Review: “Scott Pilgrim vs. The World”
by Tina Neely
Based on a series of graphic novels by Bryan
Lee O’Malley, the movie “Scott Pilgrim vs.
The World” is about love, trouble, self-discovery and music. The overdramatic action
scenes and unexplained stunts are perfect
elements in the film that draw out each character’s personality and, despite a few sexual
references that made me roll my eyes, this
movie was a blast to experience.
I say experience because Scott Pilgrim is
more interactive than the U-Scans at WalMart. Every scene is colorful and fun. Expression can be found far beyond the mannerisms
of the actors; the environment itself comes
alive. From beginning to end, you feel like a
kid again.

This movie could easily be renamed “Homage
to the Video Game Generation.” Reminiscent
of the Mario Brothers of old, the bad guys
turn into coins when they die. Combos build
during rapid action. And at the delivery of a
final blow, opponents are KO’d. Even though
not all of us are hardcore gamers, we can still
appreciate the flavor that the Mario Bros,
Legend of Zelda, and Pac-Man have added to
our culture.
Scott Pilgrim pinpoints gaming references
and comic book styles and brings them to life
through film. Because of the general playfulness of the film, this movie had the audience
smiling from start to finish.

Check out readcedars.com for more reviews
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Cover story: The Arts vs. The Recession

From the Arts: “The News of My
Death Has Been Greatly Exaggerated”
by Kate Cella
In 1862, journalists based in Washington, D.C. published a facetious
obituary. It noted the “death of the American liberal arts college,” describing its struggle as a “cardiac arrest” resulting from failure to account for the technological and cultural climate.

Almost 90 percent of the employers surveyed indicated the ability to
communicate effectively orally and in writing as an invaluable credential for prospective employees. Seventy percent of respondents attributed the same significance to the ability to innovate and be creative, and
81 percent emphasized critical thinking and analytical reasoning skills.

“These skills are intrinsic to a liberal arts education,” said Steve Winteregg,
Almost 150 years later, Newsweek resurrected this debate in an article dean of the School of Humanities. “I would argue that liberal arts gradudated April 5, 2010, that explained “how the recession and unemploy- ates are getting great jobs because they can communicate, read critically
ment are making schools and stuand write well; they’re versatile.”
dents rethink the value of an educaLiberal Arts Students Polled
tion in the humanities.”
But museums, operas and orchestras
Cedars conducted an e-mail poll of liberal arts students to
are still feeling the bite of the recesgauge the effect the economic downturn is having on students’
Newsweek’s Nancy Cook cited the
sion despite the hopeful prospects for
choices of majors and careers. About 10 percent responded.
plummet in ticket sales for orchesliberal arts grads. Even as consumtras, art exhibits, theatres and balers gradually start spending money
9% seriously considered changing their major
7% decided to
lets mirroring the slump in conagain, it seems unlikely that box ofget a job outside
sumer spending. She reported that
fices will suddenly find themselves
their major
humanities skeptics interpret this
out of tickets.
data to predict the demise of liberal
arts education.
“I think this phenomenon would
have happened anyway,” Winteregg
79%
Cook’s article, provocatively titled
said. “People have cut back on at4%
decided to pursue graduate education
“The Death of Liberal Arts,” catatending ballets and symphonies,
decided to
or a job in their major
lyzed an avalanche of articles, blogs
but they haven’t really stopped parpursue
and polls debating the practicality
ticipating in the arts. They’re just
graduate work
of humanities education. Some conparticipating in different ways.”
in a different
tributors are cynical about programs
field
like German studies and classical
Perhaps the empty orchestra seats
languages, while others deplore this
are not a referendum on the imporstultification of the liberal arts.
tance of music, but an indication of
a changing trend in how music is appreciated. The 2008 Survey of PubInarguably, the economic downturn that began in 2008 has meant lic Participation in the Arts (by the National Endowment for the Arts)
dwindling endowments and red-number budgets for liberal arts pro- revealed that although attendance at musical and artistic performances
grams across the United States. This resulted in a significant reduction has declined substantially, the number of Americans using the internet
in the opportunities offered to liberal arts students, including majors. to access works of art and concert recordings has soared.
Wisconsin Lutheran College eliminated the discipline of political science last spring because of a major budget deficit, and Indiana’s Grace Interestingly, classical and salsa music were by far the most popular catCollege announced the closure of its School of Music this past February egories of music to attract internet viewers and listeners, with 40 and 35
for the same reason.
million people respectively tuning in to audio or video recordings in 2008.
Coupled by the rise in popularity of professional programs like business, economics and health sciences, this trend seems to cast dark
clouds over liberal arts, maybe warning that the “death of liberal arts”
is truly at hand.
However, liberal arts proponents reject this verdict as hyperbole akin
to Francis Fukuyama’s “The End of History,” and they have the facts to
prove it.
“The arts are feeling the effects of the recession like everyone else,” said
Beth Porter, Chair of Cedarville’s Department of Music. “The arts are not
an island, the arts are a business, and all businesses are suffering budget
cuts right now. But we are certainly not in danger of disappearing.”
Furthermore, a 2010 survey conducted by the Hart Research Associates, titled “Employers’ Views on College Learning in the Wake of the
Economic Downturn,” revealed that skill sets specific to liberal arts programs are increasingly valuable to employers, who are seeking employees that can meet the complex and diverse demands of the market.
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“I think the recession just made this trend happen faster,” Winteregg
continued, “but it doesn’t mean the arts are dying. It means that artists
and musicians have to be more innovative to reach their audiences.”
Porter, an accomplished soloist, added, “Artists of all kinds have to be
entrepreneurial and well-rounded, apt to explore diverse styles of music
and art. And performers have to re-evaluate your definition of the word
success too. For me, success is connecting with my audience. Whether
it’s third- and fourth-graders in an elementary school or on the stage of
Carnegie Hall, if I’ve connected with my audience, I’ve been successful.”
Although the arts are still giving a positive read on vital signs, the 9.6
percent national unemployment rate means that all college graduates
need a cutting edge skill to be competitive in the market.
“Develop those skill sets,” Winteregg advises students. “Broaden yourself and be well-rounded. And do what you’re passionate about, don’t let
the economy dictate that to you. Follow what you love, not just a specific
job — you never know where you’ll end up.”
More content updated daily at ReadCedars.com

Cover story: The Arts vs. The Recession
Although the arts at large are surviving — and maybe even besting — the economic recession, art
as a performing industry has taken a particularly forceful hit during the downturn, with ticket sales
slumping and art museums raising membership fees to compensate for fewer and fewer visitors.

Senior theatre major positive
about future in this economy

Students unwavering in
commitment to the arts

by Kimberly Hutson

by Holly McClellan

To understand the effect this economic trend is having on the morale
of performing arts students, consider the case of senior theatre performance major Kate Nelson. As a member of the arts, you might expect the recession to have a huge setback on her attitude for her career
plans, but Nelson remains positive despite the recession.

As the United States struggles to recover from financial crisis, Americans have discovered the need to prioritize their spending. When simply making ends meet has become a challenge, extras like attending
plays, concerts and art shows have been marginalized, if not left out of
the budget entirely.

Nelson started at Cedarville as a music performance major, but after
being involved with the production of “Alice in Wonderland,” she gave
her heart to the theatre, which she said was a better fit for her.

Obviously, this has had drastic implications for those already trying to
make a living in the arts. According to a recent study by the National
Endowment for the Arts, the unemployment rate for those in artistic
professions is nearly twice that of other professions, and the rate would
be still higher were it not for the number of artists leaving the workforce.
Even after the country begins to recover, the study says, the job market
for artists will take several years longer to improve than other fields.

Nelson explored Cedarville’s theatre curriculum and found outlets for
her love of theatre in administrative classes, which became the basis
for her career plans. Through these theatre classes, Nelson developed
an interest in and appreciation for nonprofit theatre, which focuses on
education, teaching and introducing the public to a new style of theatre.
“I want to do something that focuses more on people than ticket sales,”
Nelson said. “I’m really interested in reflecting people as they are now.”
So Nelson entered a contest which required her to write a 10-minute
play. She came out of the difficult process not only winning the contest
but she was also given the opportunity to have her play performed.
For Nelson and her fellow theatre majors, there are many career paths
including acting, managing, designing and teaching. However, the current employment climate has caused some uneasiness.
“The recession definitely occurs to me,” Nelson said. “I hear about it all
the time from my dad.”
Being able to pay the bills is an intimidating prospect. However, Nelson finds comfort in the fact that regardless of the times, the arts have
always existed to fill the need for entertainment. Difficult times can
even shape what kind of art is produced, such as Great Depression Art.
“It’s about making yourself marketable and never turning away a job,”
Nelson said. “If you get a job doing volunteer work with a local theatre,
do it — whatever it takes to get involved.”
Although it might be difficult for performing arts graduates to immediately find jobs, the theatre department at Cedarville prepares students
well to increase their marketability. Nelson said it’s crucial for students
to enter into the theatre program realizing that they will probably be
working a couple of jobs at once.
Despite the discouraging economy, the recession has not been enough
to keep students like Nelson out of the theatre program.
Between 2004 and 2008, Cedarville averaged five graduates a year
with a major in theatre. In 2009, there were six theatre graduates.
While theatre is not a top-five major on campus, it holds its own with
many other majors. There are currently 32 students registered as theatre majors, including eight freshmen.
More content updated daily at ReadCedars.com

As a new school year begins and millions of young people embark on
their higher education experience, some wonder what effect this recession will have on the next generation of artists.
Emalyn Bullis, a freshman choral music education major, certainly realized the implications of choosing to study the fine arts at this time.
“It was definitely one of the reasons I almost decided not to do it,” she
said, stating that she debated between her current major and one in
English, with which she said she could more easily secure a job. She’s
noticed the comparatively large number of fellow music education
majors and believes her peers may have come to a similar conclusion
about the difficulty of pursuing a career in musical performance. But
already in her time at Cedarville she said she has felt God’s blessing on
her choice, and she said she will be willing to go wherever needed to
reach her goal of becoming a high school music teacher.
Other students are finding expanded opportunities on the practical side
of the arts. Junior Gabe Pyle began his freshman year as a studio art major because few Christian colleges offered an industrial design program,
which was his ideal area of study. He was excited to learn that Cedarville had been developing such a program for five years, and he switched
when Cedarville added it to the programs of study this semester.
“Everyone needs industrial artists because they are the unseen force of
the production industry,” Pyle said. “With this program you can almost
guarantee a job.”
It seems economic woes haven’t discouraged many of those pursuing
the notoriously exclusive performing arts either.
“It’s frustrating, but it hasn’t ever deterred me,” said Jessica Hickling,
whose emphases are in theatre performance and design. “It’s kind of
challenging; you want to bring it back and make it something people
go to again.”
This idea of the Christian artist’s pursuit of excellence seems to be a
common thread among Cedarville arts students. “Nobody will respect
our message if our art isn’t excellent,” Hickling said.
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Thoughts on ... Music

What You Don’t Know, You Can Feel Somehow
U2 played before student-led chapel is cool, but misguided.
by Andrew Smith
I don’t listen to many bands, Christian or not.
You know that annoying kid in high school
who wished your youth group sang more
old hymns? That was me.
I once wrote on one of
those icebreaker get-toknow-you sheets that my
favorite Christian artist
was Bach. I avoided CCM
out of principle.
My
opinions
slowly
changed, and at various times in my life I’ve wanted to listen
to something a little more — I don’t know
— edgy.
So in my sophomore year here classic rock
caught my interest: Aerosmith, the Eagles,
Pink Floyd, ACDC, Queen, Led Zeppelin.
Pretty much a new world for me (I know, I
know). That got old pretty quickly though,
because honestly you can only listen to
Guns N’ Roses so many times before going
crazy.
In the summer before my junior year I kept
hearing the same two songs on the radio,
and I don’t even listen to the radio. The
songs just kind of followed me around. I
heard them in the line at the store, in the
Blackberry commercial before the previews at movie theaters, in restaurant
bathrooms. I learned they were both from
U2’s most recent album, “No Line on the
Horizon” —“Magnificent” and “I’m Gonna
Go Crazy If I Don’t Go Crazy Tonight.”
I went on a road trip with my sister soon
after, and during a quick stop at Wal-Mart
to get some food, I bought “No Line” in the
electronics section. I’d never bought an album at a store before (I haven’t since either, thanks to iTunes). I listened to it over
and over on the trip until my sister threatened violence. I loved it.
I’ve not been as quick to decide what I think
about the U2 songs that have been played
before the first two SGA chapels this year.
In consecutive weeks, we heard “Where

the Streets Have No Name” and “Beautiful
Day,” and the senior worship band played
the latter after its class chapel. And I’m not
sure what to think.

ily involved in humanitarian work all over
the world. One pastor went so far as to say
he wished the church had “a million more
Bonos.”

Look, there’s a lot to like about U2. An Irish
rock band that emerged out of the late ’70s
punk movement, U2 enjoyed some modest
success in the early ’80s, but exploded in
popularity during the middle of the decade
with albums “The Unforgettable Fire” and
“The Joshua Tree.” Recent releases like
“All That You Can’t Leave Behind” and
“How To Dismantle an Atomic Bomb” have
made U2 one of the
world’s most popular
bands.

But that could be precisely the problem.
U2 has many of the same issues as hipster
Christianity — more concerned with looking cool and acting intelligent than being
holy, and more interested in social justice
than institutional religion.
For all the good things about Bono, he’s
still a rock star first who makes lots of
money and—if his
lifestyle is any indication—keeps most of it
for himself. He does
wonderful things with
his popularity, but
we’re making a big
mistake if we think
he’s the ideal Christian. As pastor and author Kevin DeYoung
put it, “until we are
content with being one
of the million nameless, faceless church
members and not the
next
globe-trotting
rock star, we aren’t
ready to be part of the
church.”

For all the good things
about Bono, he’s still
a rock star first who
makes lots of money
... He does wonderful
things with his
popularity, but we’re
making a big mistake
if we think he’s the
ideal Christian.

Lead singer Bono
still helps define our
generation’s idea of
cool (despite being
50 years old): popular,
opinionated,
passionate
about
social justice, and
apparently
Christian. Songs like “I
Still Haven’t Found
What I’m Looking For,” “Yahweh,”
and “40” (based on
Psalm 40) indicate
distinctly Christian
themes. The speaker
in “When I Look At the World” struggles
to understand the world from a divine
perspective. The popular song “Sunday,
Bloody Sunday” ends with the line “The
real battle’s just begun/To claim the victory Jesus won on/Sunday Bloody Sunday.”

One of U2’s darkest and most controversial songs is the last track of their 1999
album, “Pop,” called “Wake Up, Dead
Man,” which sounds like the disciples’
post-crucifixion lament immediately
after the tombstone was rolled shut.
It’s not a coincidence that their next album, “All That You Can’t Leave Behind,”
opens with “Beautiful Day,” a song about
resurrection.
The band’s social activism has attracted
our generation too. Bono has been heav-

I think there’s a lot of good in hearing U2
before chapel. But it gives me pause, and
not only because it sets a precedent for
occasionally hearing secular music before
a sacred time (though we should realize
there’s a substantial difference between
chapel and church).
There’s a tendency among Christian U2
fans to expect all Christian music to be
metaphysical poetry, and we often get upset when our worship songs aren’t as deliciously cryptic as “I Still Haven’t Found
What I’m Looking For.”
I include myself in this, and I love U2’s music now more than ever.
But something is wrong if we’ll be disappointed on the new earth because Jesus
isn’t really much like Bono at all.

If you would like to comment on this column, go to ReadCedars.com
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Homecoming Scenes

Top right, Cedarville
cheerleaders give out candy
to parade-goers on Main
Street on Saturday morning.
Top left, a group of freshmen
engineering students launch
a cardboard canoe for the
annual race on Cedar Lake.
Right, basketball player
Daniel Hickman helps pass
out soda to fans at Moonlight
Madness, the first night of
practice for the men’s and
women’s basketball teams.
Photos by
Jonathan Moultroup
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Into the Spotlight

Photo by Jonathan Moultroup
Mike Mapple jogs onto the court to begin Moonlight Madness on Oct. 1, marking the
beginning of basketball practice for the men’s and women’s teams.

